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William J. Muthing, Ohio Department of Education
Assessment Committee The second session the Social StudiesIngtitute
Members Needed of Ohio (SSIO) washeldin October at four
I This lssue The Ohio Department of Educationis regional sites: Dayton, Columbus, Akron, and
Dateline Columbus seeking Ohio e(_jucatorsto serveas me_mbers Athens. The participantscritiqued |esson plans
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HomeworkNow committeesfor assessment developmentwork.  Thesethemesrelated to benchmarksand
Oll Educator Award Content Advisory Committeesreview and grade-level indicatorsassociated with the Ohio
---------------- Page2  evaluatetest materialsto ensurethat each Graduation Test. The participantswill revise
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guestionisavalid and appropriate measure of
the academic content standards. These
committeeswill typically meet for about 8 days
per each 12 month development cycle.
Educatorsare needed for thefollowing
specific content advisory committees:
-Grade5 Socia Studies Content Advisory
- Grade 8 Socia Studies Content Advisory

Standard Setting Committees meet only
once, to recommend the performance
standards (i.e., the scorefor basic, proficient,
and advanced achievement) for agiventest or
set of testswithin asubject area. 1n2004-05,
standard-setting committeeswill bemeeting to
recommend performance standardsfor:
-OGT Socia Studies

Use: www.ode.state.oh.us/proficiency/
nomination_forms.asp to obtain nomination
forms. Whenindividuasare selected for these
committees, they will receive moredetailed
information. Pleasedirect questionsto
Kimberlie Bruggeman at (614) 466-0223.
Socid StudiesIngtitute of Ohio

the plans based on theinput received and
provideinstruction to studentsbased onthe
revised plans. Thethird sessionof SSIOwill
takeplace after thefirst of theyear.
Participantswill share student work and again
critiquethelessons based on student reactions
and performance. Based on the successof this
pilot and potentia budgets, further ingtitutesare
planned for subsequent years. Additional
teacherswill beableto participatein future
inditutes.

Changesin ODE Social Studies Saff

Marie ElanaHall haschanged positions
withinthe Ohio Department of Education. She
will nolonger assist educatorsasasocia
studiesconsultant, but will beworking onthe
devel opment of the state’ sachievement tests.
Rodney Flory was an assistant director for
socia studies. Hehasresigned fromthe
department. VirginiaRessa, VirginiaMoore
andWilliam Muthig continuework on socia

continued on page 3
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Mission Statement

The Ohio Council for
the Social Studies serves
asthe premier voicefor
social studies
professionalsin Ohio.
We advocate for the vital
role of social studies and
assist educators through
professional
development for the
delivery of effectiveand
innovative instruction.
Our conferences and
publications provide a
network of servicesto
members throughout the
state.

HomeworkNow

HomeworkNow islikehaving alibrarianin
every Ohioliving room, ready to help students
withtheir research 24 hoursaday, 7 daysa
week! Thefreechat serviceat
www.homeworknow.org, which debutedin
September 2004, isfunded through agrant
fromthelnstitutefor Museum and Library
Services, administered by the State Library of
Ohio. Itismanaged by the Cleveland Public
Library, the Cuyahoga County Public Library,
andtheNOLA Regiond Library System. The
sarviceisstaffed by public and schoal librarians
all acrossOhio. Since September, librarians
have answered well over 18,000 questions.

The HomeworkNow service also connects
studentsthrough chat with professiond tutors
withthe LiveHomework Help service, for help
with math problems, grammar and
proofreading, interpreting literature, designing
sciencefair projects, and other schoolwork.
Thisserviceisavailable2 pm—10 pm, seven
daysaweek.

Whether studentsareworking with
librariansor tutors, they will get assistance and
ingtruction, not smply theanswers. Librarians
will select only the best onlineresources, and
they can even scan reference booksand
journasfromtheir collectionsin order to
provide studentswith authoritative, accurate
information. Librarianswill dsoteach students
how to search theInternet efficiently themsalves
and how to evaluate websites, and they
frequently hel p studentsget into and use
INFOhio databases such as EBSCOHost and
EncyclopediaBritannica.

Similarly, thetutorsat Live Homework
Helpwill help studentswork through
problemsand questionsrather than just
spoon-feeding answers—sometimesto the
sudents dismay!

In order to usethe service, studentsonly
need to know their Ohio zipcode—alibrary
cardisnot required and the studentsmay log
onanonymoudly.

Studentswho have used HomeworkNow
and LiveHomework Helploveit! Based on
anonlinesurvey, 96% of studentssay that
they areglad the serviceisoffered; 95% say
that they would recommend the servicetoa
friend; and 88% say that the servicehas
helped themtoimprovetheir grades. “My
tutor wasvery niceand shehelped mealot”
writesone 7" grader. “We couldn’t find an
exact definition for something so she helped
put onetogether from what we already knew.
ltwasgreat!” A 10" grader writes, “| think
that thisisredlly great. 1t helpsmeunderstand
and letsmeknow wherel need help. . .. Itis
really awesome of you to help peoplethat
needit! Thank you!”

Please encourage your studentsto try
HomeworkNow at www.homeworknow.org.
For moreinformation about thisfree service
fromthe State Library of Ohio and your local
publiclibrary, visit thewebsite, contact the
KnowltNow @fterDark Project Coordinator,
Kristen Pool at kristen.pool @nolanet.org, or
talk to your school mediaspeciaistor a
librarian at your local publiclibrary.

Insurance Educator of the Year

Recognizing that teaching insuranceto

Ohiovocational and high schools.

teenagersisn’ t asmpletask, the Ohio Insurance Nominationsmust be submitted no latethan

Institute (OI1) want to honor those educators

March 1, 2005.

who, throughtheir creativity aninnovativestyles,  For moreinformation and nomination

includeinsurance education aspart of their
students*”red life” learning experiences.
The competitionisopento educatorsin

forms, contact the Ol by calling 800/
331.6394 orwww.ohioinsurance.org
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f OCSSAnNnual Conferencefor 2005 \

TeachersasArchitects:

Designing the Citizen Foundation for
Executive Director the let Century

open

President April 7-9, 2005
~ VickieKnauff PreconferenceApril 7, 2005
President Elect
Chad Dall .
Secretary ° The_ Radisson _
Ro Eckman Worthington, Ohio
Treasurer
Abbejean ” The Academic Content Sandards in Social Sudies provide a framework for social
c _ Kehler studies education in Ohio. Join OCSSin exploring ways to build on the framework
onference Director . . . . .. .
James Sheehan in making students into effective citizens for this century.

Featured speakers are NCSS President Jesus Garcia, NCSS Executive
Director Susan Griffin and State Representative Derrick Seaver (first
elected at age 18).

\o J

U.S. Supreme Court

Summer Institute
Spend six stimulating dayson Capitol Hill
studiesissueswithinthedepartment. They  andinsidethe US Supreme Court whereyou' Il

can contacted by phoneat (614) 466-1317.  havethe opportunity to hear the Justices
announcefinal decisonsof aterm; questions

Dateline Columbus...

continued from page 1

Development of Social Studies prominent Supreme Court litigatorsabout the
Achievement Tests Court’sinner workings, debatetheleading

Theinitid meetingwiththeEighth-grade  casesfrom the 04-05 term with prominent
Socid StudiesAchievement Test Content liberal and conservative commentators; and
Advisory Committeewasheld during the discuss mediacoverage with anewspaper
second week of November. Committee reporter whosefull time*beat” isthe Supreme
membersexamined preiminary testanditem  Court.
specifications. Thetest blueprint wasaso Participantswho conduct training for other

reviewed. Revisionstothespecificationsand  teachersafter returning fromthelngtituteare
blueprint will be shared with the committee eligibletorecelveastipend of $200.
membersat itsnext meetingin January, 2005.  Full detailsand application materiasare
TheFifth-grade Content Advisory Committee  availableonlineat www.streetl aw.org/

will meetin January. Test specificationsand  scsipage.asp

the blueprint will bethe subject of that

mesting.
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Program Enriches the Study of
World Cultures

“Theexperience at thetemple (Buddhi st temple) and the Japanese restaurant wereinval uable. Never will
these students seethese things. They met two Japanese girlswhom they grew to admire so much. They will
awaysloveanything Japanese. What awonderful legacy to givethese children asthey go out into the
world” — 4" gradeteacher, Cleveland Municipal school District

To help prepare young studentsto befunction as
informed citizensin aninterconnected and i nterdependent
world, the Cleveland Council onWorld Affairs, anonprofit
and nonpartisan organi zation serving thefive-county region
of northeast Ohio, offersaGlobal Classroom programto
northeast Ohio classes. Thisinteractiveand
interdisciplinary seriesof activitiesfor socia studiesclasses
seeksto foster appreciation and understanding of world
culturesand addressthe growing concernsthat too many
studentsview thosedifferent fromthemselvesasadienor
enemies,

Designed to beintegrated into the curriculum, Global
Classroom activitiesaredirectly aligned with Ohio socia
studies standards, indicatorsand benchmarks. Teachers
can select among program componentsasfitstheir time
frameandindividua preferences. Theseincludeclassroom
vidtsby internationd univeraty students, field tripsand
presentationsby nativesof different world regions, global
email collaborations, video conferences, and
comprehensiveresource materials. Studentscollect,
identify, and catal og cultural artifactsin Culture Boxesthat
servesasabasisfor discussonwith their international
mentors. Theresource materialsincorporateacountry’s
politics, economics, geography, history, and cultureand
include country reports, lesson plansand activities. The
internationa student mentorsdiscussaspectsof their native
country, their homelife, how they celebrate holidays,
languagefoodsand folklore; an educational email program
allows studentsto communicate and collaborate
electronically with ateam of studentsfrom another country
to exploreatopic of mutual interest; accessto video
conferencing and distancelearning devel ops presentation
skills; and the opportunity for cultural eventsand field trips
withthe Cleveland Council onWorldAffairsoffers

assi stance with transportation other fees. Resource
materia sincludelesson plans, activitiesand educationa
videos. Though thefocus of the program hasbeen
towardsgrades 3, 6, and 9, Global Classroom activities
can easily be adapted for classesin grades 3 through 12.
The Globa Classroom Program provides educators
with aninteractive and hands-on approach that engages
sudentsininterdisciplinary lessons. Whileprovidingthe
chancefor studentsto evauate differingworldviews, the
program al so takes advantage of resourcesavailable
withinthediverse Cleveland community. Inaddition, the
strong technol ogy component fostersresearch and critical
thinking and at the sametime devel opscommunication
skillsinacooperativelearning environment.
Inthe past year the study of foreign regionsin 35 classes
wasgrestly enriched with visitorsand activitiesfrom such
exotic culturesas Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkey, Indonesia,
Ghana, Botswana, Kenya, and Tgjikistan aswell asmore
familiar areasof India, China, Great Britain, and Russa
In additionto the Global Classroom, the Council hosts
aModed UN conference, attracting nearly 800 students
from 35 northeast Ohio high schools. Now inits 60"
consecutiveyear, the programisriding thecrest of interest
sparked by theUN’sincreasingly visibleroleinworld
events. Student delegates, meseting in 12 committees,
recreate an authentic smulation of the United Nations
processduring thischalenging and exciting two-day
conference. For detail s see www.ccwamun.org.
Weinvite northeast Ohio teachersto take advantage of
thisva uableeducational program by contacting Paula
Cohen, Director of Education at the Cleveland Council on
World Affairs, for moreinformation at 216-781-3730 ext.
103 or pcohen@ccwa.org.
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teaching about Asia pdf

OCLRE Update

Get involved with the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education and bring hands-on, law-
related and civic education programsto your students. And of courseeverythingislinkedto
Ohio’'sBenchmarksand Standards. To find out more about the programs bel ow visit
www.oclre.org or call 877/485-3510. Freein-school professiona development opportunities

areavailable.

OCLRE Calendar of Events
WeThePeople: TheCitizen & TheConstitution,
Ohio High School Competition, Ohio Statehouse......................... January 28, 2005
WeThePeople: Project Citizen (middlegrades)
Teacher workshop, ColumbusNOCOSt........cc.vvviiiiii i February 2, 2005
Mock Trial District Competition (high school)......................... February 11, 2005
Mock Trial Sate Competition (high school) ..., March 10-12, 2005
OhioYouth for Justice Summit, Columbus(middlegrades)............. April 21, 2005
Middle School Mock Trial Competition, Columbus....................... April 29, 2005
WeThePeople: Project Citizen (middlegrades)
Ohio Showcase, Ohio SEAENOUSE. .. ... .e.vvvieie e et e e e May 13, 2005
WeThePeople: TheCitizen & TheConstitution
Ohio Middle School Competition, Columbus. ..........c.ccoevviiiiieineannnen. May 20, 2005

WeThePeople: TheCitizen & TheConstitution
Institutefor educatorsof grades4,5& 6..........cooviiiiiiiin i, July 16-22, 2005
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Smithsonian FolKlife & Justice Learning
Oral History Justice Learningisaninnovative, issue-

. . . based approach for engaging high school
Interv lGWlﬂg Guide studentsininformed political discourse. The

Apil 8102005 FREE Downloadat wwwiolklifesiedy ~ WePSteusesaudiofromthe ustice Talking
%ﬁ;%ZR% ct’;d Thisnew onlineeducational resource radio show anrfl art('jd esf;g(r)n The Nengé)erE
Dubue 1 Presentsguidelinesthat Smithsonian Timesto teach students about reason ate

and theoften-conflicting valuesinherent in our
democracy. Theweb site,

www.justice earning.org, includesarticles,
editorialsand oral debatefromthenation’s

Theme: A Social Sudies folkloristshave devel oped over theyearsfor
Experience: Exploring  collectingfolklifeand ora history fromfamily

Rivers, Land and and community members. It featuresa
People. Contact: Carol

. concise, easy-to-use guideto conducting an . : :
Brown, 3928 Bel A ) ) . .
R;?NSes Moines, ,';e interview, aswell asasamplelist of questions fi n@t;;qrnal |§sm;at§lvmd& Al OT the
50310, e-mail: that may be adapted to eachiinterviewer’s matexial Issupported by age-gppropriate

summariesand additional links. Inaddition, for
each coveredissue, thesiteincludescurricular
material fromTheNew York TimesLearning
Network for high school teachersand detailed
information about how each of theingtitutions of
democracy (the courts, the Congress, the
presidency, the pressand the schools) affect the

bluedove32@aol.com;  own needsand circumstances. The Guide
or check thewebsite concludeswith afew examplesof waysto
www.uni.edu/icss. T
preserve and present one' sfindings, a
selection of further readings, aglossary of key
terms, and sampleinformation and release
forms
Vigt the Smithsonian Institution Center

for Folklifeand Cultural Heritagewebsitear: 'S
http/Aww olklifes .edu = Much of thetraditional civicscurriculabegin
' ' ' with an historical perspectiveand move

] forward. Thelessonsstart from apoint distant
Core Democratic from students’ lives. Justice Learning reverses

Values Resources traditional methodsby starting with current
issuesthat directly affect their lives. The

Visit: wwwv.teachersongs.com curriculaengagethem early withamultimedia
L earning Core Democratic Valuesthrough - g of online materialsand then relateit tothe

roleplay activities, speeches, and songs. historical context that generatedit. In doing so,

Handy for teachersK-8. the project incorporatesinto itsmethodol ogy

thenew redity of where studentsturnfor
information and how they learn.

If you are interested in getting your social studies message to Ohio teachers, consider using our Newsl etter.
Therates are:

Full page: $250.00

1/2 page: 135.00

1/4 page: 75.00

Classified: .50 per word
We reserve the right to refuse advertising which is not appropriate. For further information, contact Linda
McKean Logan at 614/527.9079 or e-mail: [logan@columbus.rr.com

Deadlinefor submissonsfor the next OCSS Newd etter:
January 14, 2005
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' PLEASE JOIN US! '
I I
I I
Professional Membership $25.00
I I
New NCSS Regular/New OCSS 65.00
I I
First-time NCSS Comprehensive/New OCSS 80.00
I I
Full-time Student 5.00
: Retired Educator 5.00 :
I I
| New [ ] Renewal [ | |
I I
| Name Home Phone |
| Home Address County |
| City Zip :
Institution/School District |
| Position/Grade Level |
| Fax/Internet |
| e-mail |
I I
I Send check payable to OCSSto: Linda McKean Logan I
I 3258 Scioto Farms Drive I
: Hilliard, OH 43026 :
b -
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