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Executive Board where he has served for four yearsas District 10 Representative.

Primary Grades Representative - Linda Graham

Lindahasservedin severa capacitiesin over twenty yearsasan educator inthe Cleveland area,
including teacher, administrator, and librarian. Sheisreturning to the position of Primary Grades
Representative on the OCSS Executive Board.

Jr. High/Middle Grades Representative - Kathy Chitwood
Kathy has been teaching at John SellsMiddle School in Dublin for the past 17 years. She
received the 2004 OCSS Middle Grades Social Studies Teacher of the Year Award.

Higher Education Representative - Dr. James Shiveley
JmisAssociate Professor and Chair in the Department of Teacher Education at Miami
University. Hehas servedin variousrolesin hisfifteen yearson the OCSS Executive Board.

The changesto the OCSS Congtitution and By-lawswere approved by the
membership and becomeeffectiveimmediately.
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OCSSMission
Satement:

The Ohio Council for the
Social Sudies serves as
the premier voice for
social studies
professionals in Ohio.
We advocate for the vital
role of social studies and
assist educators through
professional
development for the
delivery of effective and
innovative instruction.
Our conferences and
publications provide a
network of services to
members throughout the
state.

Dateline Columbus . . .

William J. Muthig, Ohio Department of Education

Social SudiesInstituteof Ohio Offers
Professional Development
A new round of the Social StudiesInstitute

of Ohio (SSI0) isbeing conducted at several
gtesthissummer. Theingtitutewill address
Ohio’'ssocid studiesstandardsfor theninthand
tenth grades. A specia focuswill beon
economics content and how tointegratethat
content into theingtructiona expectationsfor
thosegrades. Preparationfor the Ohio
Graduation Test will also be addressed.
Eachindituteissaevendaysinlengthwithfive
consecutive daysduring the summer and the
equivalent of two full-day sessonsduring the
2005-06 school year. There may be additional
requirementsto earn college credit.

Regidtrationislimited and severa sitesareclose

to capacity. Priority will begiventoteachers
from high-need school districtsand those
needing to meet highly qualified teacher status.
For dates, locations, and registration
information, gotothe STARSregistration
system at http://webapp2.ode.state.oh.usstars.

Fifth- and Eighth-gradeAchievement Tests
Continue Development
TheFifth-grade and Eighth-grade Content

Advisory Committeeswill bemeseting over the
summer toreview possibletestitemsfor field-

testinginthe spring of 2006. Committee
memberswill be checking to seethat itemsare
aligned to the appropriate benchmarksand
contain material appropriatefor thegradelevel
at whichthetest will beadministered.

A test blueprint for each test should be
availablelater thissummer. Thetest blueprints
will outline the standards encompassed by each
reporting category aswell asthe number and
typesof itemsto beusedin each category. The
total number for each type of item on thetest
will also beprovided.

Social Sudies Resource Center
Underway

Thenew Ohio Socia Studies Resource
Center (OSSRC) hasbegunitswork to
providesocia studiesteacherswithvauable
teaching resources. It plansto postitsfirst
instructiona resourcesthissumme.

TheOhio Socia StudiesResource Centerisa
collaborativeeffort of eeven partnering
agencies, funded by agrant fromthe Ohio
Board of Regents, and supported in-kind by
the Ohio Historical Society. The OSSRCwill
identify and disseminate effectiveingructiond
and professiona development resourcesand
best practicesto schools, school districts, and
higher educationingtitutions. Itwill asofoster
anintegrated educationa research and
development capacity through acollaborative
approach with Ohio’sschools, school

districts, and collegesand universitiesinvolved
inteacher preparation.

Beforethe OSSRC postsany instructional
resourcesonitsweb site, each resource must
be peer reviewed. To do thisthe Center
employsreview boards. Review board
membersverify that eachresourceisin
aignment with theacademic content
standardsfor socid studies, isof strong
quality and usability, and meetsother
congderationssuch asreflecting high
expectationsfor dl studentsfor acquiringand
applyingknowledge.

Thefirst review boardsare evaluating
instructional resourcesfor 9" and 10" grade
teachers. Asthe Center’swork expands, the
OSSRCwill beorganizing review boardsfor
the 6-8 and 3-5 grade bands. Teachers
wishingto serveon areview board can
completean on-linegpplication at

WWW.OSSI'C.0rg.

continued on next page
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OGT Cut ScoresRecommended

Standard setting to determine achievement levelson the social studies portion of the Ohio
Graduation Teststook placeon April 25, 26 and 27, 2005. Committee membersreceived
training on standard setting procedures, reviewed test materials, engaged in aprocessto
associatetest itemswith achievement level sand di scussed the rel ationshi p between standards
and achievement levels.

Theachievement level s, recommended cut scores, applicable percent of total pointsfor each
level based on the recommended cut scores, and percent of sampled studentsat each level
based on the recommended cut scoresfollow:

Cut Score Percent of Tota Percent of Students
(Out of 48) Pointsfor Leve alevd
ACHIEVEMENT
LEVELS
Limited — — 9.4
Basic 15 31% 111
Proficient 21.5 45% 32.1
Accelerated 33 69% 22.1
Advanced 39 81% 25.3

Therecommendations of the committee wereforwarded to the State Board of Education for
consideration at itsMay meeting. The State Board approved amotion of “intent to adopt” the
recommended achievement level cut scoresat that meeting.

School districtswill bereceiving student scores during thelatter part of May. Althoughthe
fina achievement level cut scoreswill not have been determined, the cut scoresincludedinthe
“intent to adopt” areavailable. School districtswill be ableto make planning decisionsbased
on received scores and the proposed cut scores. The State Board isscheduled to vote on
adoption of achievement level cut scoresat itsJune meeting.

OCSS Middle School Teacher of the Year

ChrisUnderwood, aseventh grade social
studiesteacher at Mason Middle School, has
been selected asthe 2005 Ohio Council for
the Social StudiesMiddle School Teacher of
theYear. Mrs. Underwood received the
award onApril 8" at the OCSSAnnual
Conferencein Columbus. OCSSisthelargest
and ol dest organi zation representing socia
studieseducatorsin Ohio, serving
approximately 2,000 members.

The OCSS Teacher of the Year awardis
presented yearly to an effective educator who
combinessolid content presentation with
student-centered Strategies, coveysalove of
the subject, and demonstrates professiona
leadership. Lettersof support from her

principal, curriculum leader, aparent, andthe
ass stant superintendent in chargeof curriculum
andingruction highlighted Mrs. Underwood's
achievementsin each of thoseareas.

Mason Middle School principal, Tonya
McCall, wrote: “Mrs. Underwood' s students
describe her as someonewho ‘ makeslearning
fun.’ Thisis, indeed, agreat compliment coming
from seventh grade students. Chrisusesher
sense of humor to activatethelearning
environment whilestill having high expectations
for student achievement.”

Mrs. Underwood isan eight-year veteran of
Mason City Schoolswhere shealso servesas
socid studiesdepartment chairpersonand a
varsity tenniscoach.
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The Ohio Council for the Social Studies

Presents its Annual Conference for 2006

Patriot Acts: From Nathan Hale to
John Ashcroft; Citizen Rights and
Responsibilities
April 6-8, 2006
The Radisson

Worthington, Ohio
Preconference April 6, 2006

In an era of increasing global threat and opportunity, the rights guaranteed to
Americansand theresponsibilities associated with them have become moreimpor-
tant than ever.

Featured speaker sto beannounced.

For the latest information on the conference, view the OCSS web page at www.ocss.org
Presentation proposal forms are available on the web.
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Civil War Teacher

wanted: OCSS Institute
Conference Director August 5-7, 2005 Lexington, KY
Jointhenonprofit Civil War Preservation
OCSSissearching for an Assistant Trust and the K entucky Heritage Council in
Conference Director. TheAssistant Lexington for the4th annua Civil War Teacher
ConferenceDirector will work withthe Institute! Education professionalswho work
current Conference Director to planthe || with studentsin grades 3-12 areencouraged to

2006 annud conference. After the attend. Activitiessupport professiona

2006 conference, the assistant devel opment contact hour requirements. There
conferencedirector will becomethe isnoregistration feeand mealsareincluded.
conferencedirector. Any interested JamesKlotter, Kentucky State Historian, will

individual should contact either James be our keynote speaker. Eminent historians
Sheehan or Chad Doll. Pleasesubmita || Richard McMurry, James|. Robertson, Jr. and

brief |etter of interest addressed to William C. Daviswill lectureon historictopics
President Chad Doll by July 15, 2005. and about teaching the Civil War. Living

Chad can bereached at: historianswill demonstrate various aspects of
kedoll @bright.net lifeasasoldier. Our high point will beafieldtrip

to Perryvillebattlefield. And, on Saturday
evening wewill have period entertainment by

) ) Olde TowneBrass, whowill a so discussperiod
Landmarks of American History: 1y sic and allow teachersto view period

COHgI‘ €SS and the instruments. In addition, teacherswill beableto

Cap itol select their choice of focused workshops.
NEH LandmarksinAmerican History: For moreinformation, call 888-606-1400 X
Workshopsfor Teachers: Claremont 204 or e-mail Jennifer Rosenberry at
Graduate University, withagrant fromthe [rosenberry@civilwar.org.

NEH Landmarksof American History
program, isoffering asummer workshop: A
Vast and Many Voiced Creation: Congress ) _
and the Capitol. Two, one-week residential  !NtelligenceProject found hundredsof
workshopswill giveteacherstheopportunity hate groups.operatl ng acrosstheU.S. in 2004.
to study in depth and tour the US Capitol Isthereoneinyourtown?

with expertsonitsarchitectureand art andto  NeWVsletter.tolerance.org/cgi-bind/DM/y/
atend seminarsontheframingof theu.s.  &NI'YOFN1€50E1S0BaSIOES

Congtitution, theratification debates, andthe . ,
establishment of theU.S. Congress. The Find out how tofight hatewhereyoy live:
residential workshopswill beheld August 1-5 http://newsl etter.tolerance.org/cgi-bind/DM/y/
andAugust 8-12intheLibrary of Congress. eniY OFN1e50E1S0SM GOEC

Pleasegoto mysite.verizon.net/sgpatton/
uscapitol. Contact Susannah Patton at
Sgpatton@verizon.net

Is There a Hate Group Near You?
The Southern Poverty Law Center’s

Learnto spot symbolsof hate groups:
http://newd etter.tolerance.org/cgi-bind/DM/y/
eni'Y OFN1e50E1S0BhM X OEM

Connect with locdl anti-hate organizations.
http://newd etter.tolerance.org/cgi-bind/DM/y/
eni'Y OFN 1e50E1S0CZEPOET
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Combining Africa exploration with global
education and awareness

TireTracks, aglobal, interactive, web-based insocid studies, science, technology and

education program based on atwo year
overland expeditionthroughAfrica Witha
specificfocuson 35African countries, this
innovative program highlightstheimportance of
incorporating useful and relevant online
resourcesinto theclassroom, inwaysthat help
students devel op adeeper understanding of
conceptstaught.

By zooming into day-to-day lifein 35
African countries, theTire Tracksexpedition
team (www.tiretracks.org) provides students
and teachersthe opportunity to discover the
sights, soundsand storiesof Africa sdiverse
regionsand cultures, by accessinginteractive,
multi-mediacontent sent continuoudy fromthe
fidd. Thisreal timeeducationd pilot amsto
actively involveover 1,000 classroomswith our
pilot schoolsinthe UK, USA and Africa, and

incorporates students and teacher feedback into

the development and delivery of the program.

Thisresourcewill hel p teachersengage students

with conceptsthat arerich, real, and relevant,
whilea so reinforcing conceptscurrently taught

reflectivewriting courses (pilot targeted at
ages9-12).

| nterested Schools

Wewould liketo extend thereach of this
program and invite schools around the
alobethat would likethe opportunity to:

- participate now in the special devel opment
phaseof thispilot program (which provides
the opportunity to contribute feedback, and to
tradeideaswith pilot teachersin countriesas
theUSA, UK, SouthAfrica, Nigeria, Ghana,
etc.)

-learn more about linking to our pilot schools
inthe UK, USA and Africa, and/or

-learn more about using thisinteractive
education programwhenit goesliveinAugust
2005

If you areinterested inlearning more about
participatinginthisinteractiveeducation
program now or inthefuture, goto
www.tiretracks.org or email Corinne
Overman at info@tiretracks.org.

The Art of Diego Rivera

The Ohio State University Center for Latin
American Studies, with US Department of
Education TitleVI funding, hasdeveloped an
interdisciplinary exhibit on Mexicoasseen
throughtheart of Diego Riverato circulateto
K-12 schools.

Thetraveling museumincludes...
-Anexhibit of three48” x 66" panelsonwhich
todigplay information on Rivera'slifeand work,
abrief overview of the history of Mexico, and
ten 22" x 28” (or larger) postersof theworks
of Diego Riveraorganized by themeand

accompanied by ashort description. Thepanels

areintended to bedisplayed in an areaof the
school wherethey may be viewed from both
sides, and they may be configured tofit
available space.

The Center for Latin American Studieswill
providethe exhibit and accompanying
materialsfree of chargeto interested schools
and asksonly that teacherscompletean
evaluation and sharewith CLAShow they
used theexhibit withtheir classes.

Contact Stace Rierson at the Center for
Latin American Studiesfor moreinformation.

StaceRierson

OSU Center for LatinAmerican Studies
1712 Neil Avenue, 310 Oxley Hall
614-688-4881

clas@osu.edu
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GATE Be A Guest at An Ohio
Center for Law-Related
The Global Association of . .
Teachers of Economics Education Spr mg
GATE Teacher of the Year Award _ Event!
The GATE Advisory Board and Awards Join hundreds of your colleagueswho have
Committee are pleased to announce discovered that the unique programsof the Ohio
Federal Resourcesfor gnew award—the GATE Teacher of theYear Center for Law-Related Education (OCL RE)
Educationd Award. Itisintended to honor teacherswho  canenhanceyour curriculum and prepareyour
Excellence(FREE)  create classroom experiencesthat are studentsfor statetesting. All OCL RE programs
Morethan 30 innovativeand engaging for studentsandwho ~ aretiedto the state benchmarks and standards.
Federal agencies lead their studentsinfinding successintheir ~ Many OCL RE programsaregrant-funded and
formed aworking study of economics. so areavailableto budget conscious schoolsat
groupin1997to Theapplicationformisavailableonthe ~ 1ow or no cost.
make hundreds of GATE Website. Youmay nominateyourself You arecordialy invited to bethe guest of
federdly supported or benominated by another teacher, the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education at
teachingandleamning  department chair, principal or any of its2005 competitions, summitsand
resourceseasier to superintendent. Thedeadlinefor submisson ~ showcases. By spending theday at an OCLRE
find. Theresultof that  of gpplicationsisJune30, 2005. More event you will watch studentstake partinthe
work isthe FREE information about theawardisavailableon culminating activitiesof e The People, Mock
website. theWeb site. Tria, Youth for Justice, Middle School Mock
www.ed.gov/free/ We encourage you to nominate yourself or Tria or Project Citizen. You cantak with

acolleaguefor thisaward andlook forward ~ Students, teachers, and OCLRE staff togain
to presenting the GATE Teacher of theYear ~ Valuable perspectiveon how touse OCLRE's

Award to adistinguished teacher at the civicsand law-related education programsin
NCEE Annua Conferencein October. your classroom. A certificate of attendancefor
If acolleagueforwarded you this contact hourswill be provided. Project Citizen,
newsdletter, sgnupfor aFREE GATE Youth for Justice, Middle School Mock Trid
membership at www.ncee.net/gate/ and We the Peopleare middle school level

programsthat help studentswork toward the
sixth through eighth grade benchmarks. They

emphasizewriting, using evidenceto support a
Fund for Teachers  postion,idenifyingaritica information,

Fund for Teachersprovidesfundsfor eva uating policiesand drawing conclusions.
direct grantstoteachersto support summer  For acalendar of eventsgo to www.oclre.org.
learning opportunitiesof their owndesign. To seehow each program alignswith academic
Maximum Award: $5,000. content standards, visit www.oclre.org and click

Eligibility: teacherswhowork with on“Goto Information for Teachers’ or contact

studentsfrom pre-K through 12th grade, with  Jared Reitz at jreitz@oclre.org or call 877/485-
aminimum of threeyearsteaching experience, 3510.

full time, spending at |east 50% of thetimein Also availablefor no cost at www.oclre.org
the classroom at thetime grantsareapproved  isthe Ohio Center for Law-Related Education’s

and made. Deadline: variesby state. 2004-2005 Winter Reporter, a24-page on-line
www.fundforteacher sor g/how.html resource newd etter. “ Preparefor the OGT with

OCLRE,” by ODE consultant VirginiaRessais
thisedition’scover story and readerswith find
muchmoreinsdel
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Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative 2005

Summer Workshops
Building onthe successof last year’steacher writing, and teaching strategiesthat can enable

workshops, the U.S. Department of Education
will again host aseries of workshopsfor
teachersand principal sin the summer of 2005.
Some of the nation’sbest teachersand
researcherswill sharetheir strategiesfor raising
student achievement andinforming teachers of
thelatest, successful research-based practices.
The upcoming Teacher-to-Teacher Summer
Workshopswill be geared toward K-12
teachersand principals, and the subjects
coveredwill beevenly distributed among
elementary and secondary school instruction.
Breakout sessionswill cover the content areas
of literacy, reading, mathematics, science,
history and thearts. Additional sessionswill be
held on special education, English language
learners, school leadership, the No Child Left
Behind Act, using dataeffectively, federa grant

epic ad

al levelsof studentstoimprove academically.

The 2005 Summer Workshopsare
scheduledinthesesix citieson thefollowing
dates: Cincinnati, Ohio (June 20-22);
Phoenix, Arizona. (June27-29); Minneapolis,
Minnesota (July 11-13); Tampa, Florida(July
18-20); Bethesda, Maryland (July 25-27);
and San Jose, Cadlifornia(August 1-3).

Theregistration and professiond
development sessionsarefree-of-charge.
Mealsand refreshmentswill be provided
during scheduled workshop activities, but
participantswill beresponsiblefor their own
transportation and lodging expenses.

For moreinformation or toregister for the
workshopsvisit: http:/Amww.ed.gov/teachers/
how/toolS/initiative/index.html.
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The American Promise

For the past severd years, Nationa Council for the Social Studiesand Farmersinsurance
Group havejoined forcesto conduct education outreach activitiesfor TheAmerican Promise.
We are pleased to offer you an opportunity to receive complimentary copiesof TheAmerican
Promise Teaching Guide and the two classroom-formatted video cassettes.

Asyou may aready know, National Council for the Social Studiesendorsed the seriesThe
American Promise, which aired in October 1995 asthe kick-off for the PBS Democracy
Project. The series, subsequent classroom materials, and their free distribution have been made
possible by FarmersInsurance Group. NCSSis proud of itsassociation with thisinnovativetool
for fulfilling the primary purpose of socia studieseducation, “to help young peopledevelopthe
ability to makeinformed and reasoned decisionsfor the public good ascitizens of aculturaly
diverse, democratic society inaninterdependent world.”

Innineacts, TheAmerican Promisetellsthe story of individuas meeting the challenges of
democracy—freedom, responsi bility, participation, hard choices, information, opportunity,
leverage, deliberation, and common ground. Each act exploresathemethrough four or more
documentary storiesabout grassroots heroes and heroineswho are practicing the arts of
citizenship and giving lifeto democraticideals. The storiesembody the conflicts, compromises,
victories, and frustrationsthat are part and parcel of aworking democracy. The accompanying
standards-based teaching guide suggestswaysfor classroom teachersto capitaize onthe

series steaching potential

Content ismost appropriatefor middlelevel and high school students.

Toorder TheAmerican PromiseTeaching Kit
Vist www.americanpromise.com

If you are interested in getting your socia studies message to Ohio teachers, consider using our Newsletter.
Therates are:

Full page: $250.00

1/2 page: 135.00

1/4 page: 75.00

Classified: .50 per word
We reserve the right to refuse advertising which is not appropriate. For further information, contact Linda
McKean Logan at 614/527.9079 or e-mail: [logan@columbus.rr.com

Deadlinefor submissonsfor the next OCSS Newd etter:
September 14, 2005
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' PLEASE JOIN US! '
I I
I I
| Professional Membership $25.00 |
| New NCSS Regular/New OCSS 65.00 |
| First-time NCSS Comprehensive/New OCSS 80.00 |

Full-time Student 5.00

: Retired Educator 5.00 :
I I
| New [ ] Renewal [ | |
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| Name Home Phone |
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| City Zip :

Institution/School District |
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| Fax/Internet |
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I Send check payable to OCSSto: Linda McKean Logan I
I 3258 Scioto Farms Drive I
: Hilliard, OH 43026 :
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